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SERMON. 


PSALM  cxvi.  15. 

"  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints." 

The  sentence  of  death  was  early  passed  upon  all 
the  human  race  ;  and  this  is  a  war  in  which  there 
is  no  discharge.  "  By  one  man  sin  entered  into  the 
"  world,  and  death  by  sin ;  and  so  death  passed 
"  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned.  Dust  thou 
"  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return." 

Though  death  was  added  as  a  curse,  and  entail- 
ed upon  all  mankind,  as  a  fruit  of  the  original 
apostacy ;  yet  God  does  greatly  mitigate  this  curse 
to  all  those  who  flee  to  the  blood  of  Christ,  which 
cleanseth  from  all  sin'. 

Though  he  has  determined  that  the  sentence 
shall  not  be  reversed,  but  shall  go  into  effect  upon 
all  characters ;  yet  God  does  so  uphold  and  comfort 
the  good  man  in  his  death,  that  he  is  able  to  sing 
of  victory,  while  struggling  in  the  arms  of  the  king 
of  terrors.  Christ  has  taken  away  the  sting  of  death 
from  those  who  believe. 

While  I  invite  your  attention  to  this  comforting 
portion  of  holy  Scripture,  which  I  have  just  read, 
you  will, 

I.  Mark  well  the  character  which  is  entitled  to 
this  comfort,  in  the  hour  of  death — The  saint. 

II.  Consider  in  what  respects  their  death  is  pre- 
cious in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

1.  Then  you  will  hearken  to  a  description  of  the 
character  here  spoken  of — The  saint. 

The  signification  of  a  saint  is  one  that  is  sanctified, 
or  made  holy.  All  mankind  are  alike  by  nature,  in 
a  moral  sense  ;  they  have  all  sprung  from  the  same 
corrupt  root ;  and  the  original  sinful  nature  has  been 


handed  down  from  generation  to  generation,  in  its 
full  strength.  "  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out 
"  of  an  unclean  ?  not  one.  They  are  all  gone 
"  aside  ;  they  are  altogether  become  filthy  :  there 
"  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one." 

Then  a  saint  is  one  who  has  had  an  essential 
change  take  place  in  his  moral  character  ;  and  by 
which  he  is  now  distinguished  from  the  world  of 
mankind,  who  are  lying  in  wickedness. 

Let  the  inquiry  be  then,  what  is  it  that  distin- 
guishes a  saint  from  a  sinner  ?  or,  what  are  the 
characteristics  of  a  saint  ?  and  the  very  significa- 
tion of  the  term  saint  shews  us,  that  it  is  holiness 
of  heart  and  holiness  of  life,  which  draws  the  sep- 
arating line  between  the  saint  and  the  sinner. — 
Where  there  is  no  holiness,  there  can  be  found  no 
marks  of  a  saint. 

The  saint  then  is  one  who  has  been  renewed  in 
the  temper  of  his  heart,  by  the  spirit  of  God.  As 
he  was  bora  of  the  flesh,  so,  while  in  the  flesh,  he 
minded  the  things  of  the  flesh,  and  was  by  nature 
a  child  of  wrath,  even  as  others  ;  but  now  he  is 
born  of  the  Spirit,  and  minds  the  things  of  the 
Spirit.  He  has  passed  a  change  in  his  heart,  with- 
out which  he  could  never  see  the  kingdom  of  God. 
A  new  heart  God  has  given  him,  and  a  new  spirit 
he  has  put  within  him.  Old  things  have  passed 
away,  and  behold  all  things  have  become  new.  He 
has  new  sentiments,  new  views,  new  affections, 
new  hopes,  new  fears,  new  resolutions,  and  is  of  a 
new  manner  of  life.  He  is  washed,  he  is  sanctified, 
he  is  justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 

As  the  fruit  of  this  change,  in  his  views  and  feel- 
ings, he  is  brought  to  see  clearly  the  evil  nature 
and  ill  deserts  of  sin.  There  is  nothing  appears  so 
evil  and  so  hateful,  which  he  can  compare  it  with, 
as  itself.  It  appears  to  him  as  it  did  to  the  Apostle, 
when  he  said,  Sin  is  exceeding  sinful.    As  it  is  a 


violation  of  the  best  of  laws,  and  committed  against 
the  greatest  and  best  of  Beings,  he  sees  it  to  be 
worthy  of  the  highest  punishment.  And  hence  he 
sees  no  sin  to  be  a  light  and  trifling  thing,  but  every 
sin  to  be  infinitely  odious  ;  that  thing  which  God's 
soul  doth  abominate  ;  that  thing  which  brings  upon 
us  all  the  troubles  and  miseries  of  this  life,  and 
death  itself.  That  accursed  thing  which  caused 
the  death  of  the  Son  of  God,  to  redeem  the  guilty 
from  its  deserved  punishment ;  and  he  sees  it  to  be 
that  awful  evil  which  will  destroy  both  body  and 
soul  in  hell,  if  not  repented  of ;  and  therefore  he 
cannot  view  any  sin  to  be  a  small  one.  And,  hence, 
he  abhors  himself  on  account  of  his  own  sins,  and 
repents  in  dust  and  ashes,  entreating  God  not  to  en^ 
ter  into  judgment  with  him,  and  throws  himself  on 
sovereign  Mercy,  sensible  that  he  is  unworthy  of 
the  least  of  all  God's  mercy,  and  that  if  he  should 
be  ever  saved,  it  must  be  by  mere  Grace.  Hence, 
he  sees  his  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  of  the  justifying 
righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  him  he  receives 
with  all  his  heart,  and  relies  on  his  atoning  right- 
eousness for  justification  and  eternal  redemption. 
Of  all  plans  of  salvation  he  doubts  not  but  that  this 
is  the  best.  He  sees  it  both  honorable  to  God,  and 
infinitely  safe  for  man.  He  views  the  atonement  as 
all-sufficient,  and  -that  God  is  well  pleased  ;  and 
Christ  as  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  that  come 
unto  God  by  him  ;  and,  therefore,  he  is  willing  to 
confide  himself,  both  body  and  soul,  for  time  and 
eternity,  in  his  hands  ;  being  persuaded  that  he  is 
able  to  keep  that  which  he  has  committed  unto  him 
against  that  day,  when  he  shall  be  called  to  judg- 
ment. And  with  humble  confidence  and  sweet 
affection  to  his  Redeemer,  says,  Wliom  have  I  in 
heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I 
desire  besides  thee. 

This  I  take  to  be  something  of  the  sentiments 
and  experience  of  a  saint. 


Let  us  now  consider  his  practical  character. 
Such  a  change  of  heart,  such  sentiments  and  feel- 
ings as  have  been  described,  must  surely  produce 
good  works. 

The  apostle  James  says,  "  A  man  may  say,  Thou 
"  hast  faith,  and  I  have  works  ;  shew  me  thy  faith 
*-'  without  thy  works  ;  and  I  will  shew  thee  my 
Xi  faith  by  my  works. — But  wilt  thou  know,  O  vain 
"  man,  that  faith  without  works  is  dead  ? — For  as 
"  the  body  without  the  Spirit  is  dead,  so  faith  with- 
"  out  works  is  dead  also."     James  ii. 

From  this  we  learn,  that  we  shall  not  find  the 
faith,  love,  and  experience  of  a  saint,  without  find- 
ing also  the  good  works  which  correspond  with 
such  a  character.  The  first  breathings  of  the  re- 
newed soul  are,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to 
"  do  ?"  Hence  the  saint  is  one  who  will  apply  him- 
self to  every  good  word  and  work  ;  that  he  may 
glorify  his  heavenly  Father  by  bearing  much  fruit. 
O,  how  love  I  thy  law  !  is  the  sincere  effusion  of 
his  heart.  In  keeping  God's  commandments  he 
finds  there  is  great  delight. 

But  to  be  particular.  The  saint  takes  great  de- 
light in  drawing  near  to  God  in  prayer.  The  first 
thing  heard  of  a  converted  soul  was,  "  Behold  he 
"  prayeth  !"  The  disciples  said,  "  Lord  teach  us  to 
*  pray."  Prayer  is  as  natural  to  the  saint,  as 
breath  is  to  a  living  man  ;  and  he  can  no  more  live 
and  support  the  character  of  a  saint,  without  pray- 
er, than  a  natural  man  can  live  without  breath.  That 
there  is  a  throne  of  Grace  for  him  to  go  to,  where 
he  may  pour  out  all  the  desires  of  his  soul  into  the 
bosom  of  his  heavenly  Father,  and  ask  for  what- 
ever he  needs,  he  esteems  among  the  greatest  of 
all  his  blessings.  Were  he  to  be  shut  out  from 
this,  he  would  go  hungering  and  mourning  all  the 
day  long,  crying,  "  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might 
"  find  Him,  that  I  might  come  even  to  his  seat  ! 


"  I  would  order  my  cause  before  Him,  and  fill  my 
"  mouth  with  arguments." 

The  public  as  well  as  the  private  worship  of 
God  is  his  delight  and  constant  practice,  according 
as  God  shall  give  him  opportunity.  He  loves  in 
this  way  to  acknowledge  and  honor  his  Maker. 
He  needs  no  arguments  to  convince  or  persuade 
him  that  it  is  his  duty ;  his  own  feelings  are  a  suffi- 
cient inducement.  In  the  language  of  David,  he 
can  say,  "  I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  let 
"  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord."  And  when 
detained  by  any  special  Providence,  his  cry  is, 
"  O  when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before  Him  ?" 

The  ordinances  of  Christ's  house  are  very  pleas- 
ant to  his  soul.  He  delights  to  know  and  do  his 
will.  "  I  sat  down  under  his  shadow  with  great 
"  delight,  and  his  fruit  was  sweet  to  my  taste."  O, 
saith  he,  it  is  good  for  me  to  be  here.  I  had  rath- 
er be  a  doorkeeper  in  the  house  of  my  God,  than 
to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickedness.  He  feels  a 
sacred  regard  for  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel ; 
and  it  is  his  most  ardent  desire  to  walk  in  all  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless.  "  He 
"  that  hath  my  commandments  and  keepeth  them, 
"  he  it  is  that  loveth  me,"  said  our  Lord.  He  is 
upright  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fel- 
low men  ;  to  do  them  justice,  to  do  them  good  and 
not  evil.  "  He  walketh  uprightly,  and  worketh 
"  righteousness,  and  speaketh  the  truth  in  his 
"  heart.  He  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue  ;  nor 
"  taketh  up  a  reproach  against  his  neighbor."  He 
would  give  to  all  their  due.  He  desires  ever  to 
live  under  that  law  and  according  to  that  law, 
which  says,  "  As  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
"  unto  you,  do  ye  even  also  the  same  unto  them." 
He  is  merciful  to  the  poor,  and  lendeth.  And  the 
cry  of  the  needy  and  afflicted  melteth  his  heart. 
And  he  will  devise  many  plans  for  their  relief.  He 
does  not,  with  a  cold  heart,  send  them  away,  say- 
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ing,  "  Be  ye  warmed  and  be  ye  filled,"  while  he 
gives  them  not  those  things  which  are  needful  for 
the  body.  No,  he  views  them  as  brothers  and  sis- 
ters of  the  same  common  family  with  himself,  in 
want ;  and  opens  the  bowels  of  his  compassion, 
and  administers  of  his  substance  to  their  relief,  of 
a  willing  mind,  according  to  what  he  hath ;  and  not 
according  to  what  he  hath  not,  and  is  therefore  ac- 
cepted of  God. 

The  saint  is  one  who  perseveres  in  faith  and 
good  works  to  the  end.  He*  doth  not  b}^  and  by 
say  with  the  hypocrite,  "  It  is  a  vain  thing  to  serve 
"  God."  But  rather  he  says,  "  Though  he  slay 
"  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  him."  Hence  he  goes  on 
his  way  through  evil  report  and  good  report ;  "  for- 
"  getting  the  things  that  are  behind,  and  reaching 
"  forth  to  those  things  that  are  before,  he  presses 
"  toward  this  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling 
"  of  God,  in  Christ  Jesus."  He  continues  in  Christ's 
word,  and  thus  shews  that  he  is  his  disciple  in 
deed.  He  that  endureth  to  the  end,  the  same  shall 
be  saved. 

I  proceed  to  shew, 

2.  In  what  respects  the  death  of  saints  is  pre- 
cious in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

We  are  not  to  suppose  by  this,  that  God  takes 
pleasure  in  executing  the  awful  sentence  of  death 
upon  his  people ;  no,  he  never  takes  pleasure  in 
the  pains  which  his  creatures  endure ;  neither  does 
he  willingly  afflict  the  children  of  men.  The  wick- 
ed and  inconsiderate,  beholding  the  saint  upon  a 
dying  bed  ;  seeing  his  dying  pangs  ;  and  the  soul 
leaving  the  body  behind,  nothing  but  a  mass  of 
lifeless,  putrifying  clay  ;  might  be  ready  to  say, 
God  hath  forsaken  his  people,  and  the  saint  has 
finally  no  advantage  above  the  sinner.  But  my  text 
goes  to  counteract  this  sentiment,  and  to  shew  us 
that  God  does  not  forsake  his  people  in  their  death, 
but  abides  by  them  ;  and  views  their  death  as  a 


great  event ;  where  his  glory  and  their  happiness 
are  both  concerned.  And  where  he  does  often 
manifest  his  special  presence  in  their  support  and 
consolation  ;  and  takes  occasion  thereby  to  shew 
the  worth  and  importance  of  true  religion,  which 
will  abide  the  trial,  and  support  the  soul,  when 
death  with  all  his  terrors  approaches.  God  takes 
occasion  then  likewise  to  shew  how  much  he  loves 
his  saints,  on  account  of  their  relation  to  his  Son  ; 
they  are  his  Son's  by  the  gift  of  the  Father ;  and 
the  Son  hath  redeemed  them  with  his  own  blood. 
And  as  they  love  him  and  have  trusted  in  him,  the 
Father  loves  them.  Christ  said,  "  If  a  man  love 
"  me,  he  will  keep  my  words,  and  my  Father  will 
"  love  him  ;  and  we  will  come  unto  him  and  make 
"  our  abode  with  him."  And,  saith  God,  "  I  will 
"  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee."  God  makes 
all  this  manifest  at  the  death  of  his  saints. 

Again,  God  views,  their  own  inherent  holiness  ; 
begotten  in  them  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  which 
they  bear  his  own  moral  image,  and  with  this  he  is 
well  pleased ;  and  which  he  sees  is  not  going  to  be 
lost  in  their  death  ;  but  to  be  increased  unto  per- 
fection, and  this  enhances  their  beauty  in  his  sight, 
and  makes  their  death  an  event  of  great  import- 
ance in  his  view.  God  delights  in  his  own  moral 
image  whenever  he  sees  it  in  a  creature.  "  God 
"  loveth  the  righteous.  The  Lord  taketh  pleasure 
"  in  them  that  fear  him — The  Lord  taketh  pleasure 
"  in  his  people,"  and  this  makes  their  death  pre- 
cious in  his  sight. 

Again,  he  sees  their  capacity  to  love  him,  and 
fear  him,  and  serve  him,  and  to  enjoy  him,  and  this 
makes  them  of  great  value ;  and  he  sees  that  death 
will  immediately  introduce  them  to  the  joys  of  their 
Lord.  Christ,  to  shew  his  disciples  how  much  God 
regarded  them,  and  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear, 
tells  them  that  a  sparrow  could  not  fall  to  the 
ground  without  the  care  and  superintendence  of 
God;  but,  said  he,  "you  are  of  more  value  than 
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many  sparrows."  God  will  not  suffer  all  this  value 
to  be  lost  in  death  ;  but  will  preserve  it  to  promote 
his  own  glory  forever. 

And  this  regard,  which  God  shews  to  his  saints 
in  their  death,  implies  that  he  will  watch  over  their 
sleeping  dust,  and  will  fulfil  to  them  the  promises 
of  the  resurrection.  That  in  the  great  day  he  will 
raise  their  bodies  afresh,  and  fashion  them  like  unto 
the  glorious  body  of  Christ,  when  death  shall  be 
swallowed  up  in  victory.  And  it  implies  that  God 
has  reserved  for  his  dying  saints,  joys  great  be- 
yond all  our  conceptions.  Saith  the  apostle  John, 
"  It  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be ;  but 
"  we  know  that  when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall  be 
"  like  him."  And  the  Psalmist  says,  "  I  shall  be 
"  satisfied,  when  I  awake  with  thy  likeness."  But, 
saith  another  Apostle,  "  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear 
"  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of 
"  man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for 
"  them  that  love  him."  And  God  sees  that  the  death 
of  his  people  is  their  entrance  into  these  joys,  which 
makes  their  death  precious  in  his  sight. 

1.  This  subject  teaches  us  the  advantage  which 
the  saint  has  above  the  infidel,  in  a  dying  hour. 

The  saint  believes  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul ; 
the  resurrection  of  the  body  ;  a  general  judgment ; 
and  in  a  future  state  of  endless  happiness  for  the 
righteous,  through  the  atoning  blood,  and  forgiving 
grace  of  a  Redeemer :  and  in  the  endless  punish- 
ment of  impenitent  sinners.  And  resting  on  these 
sentiments,  he  calmly  goes  down  into  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  having  nothing  to  fear,  lean- 
ing on  his  Beloved,  while  the  infidel  professes  to 
know  nothing  about  these  things.  He  professes  to 
disbelieve  them  altogether,  or  says,  that  he  has  no 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  them.  And  hence  he  has 
none  of  that  support  and  comfort  which  arise  from 
ihe  belief  of  them. 
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The  Saint  may  realize  the  presence  of  God  with 
him  to  support  and  comfort  him.  He  may,  as  it 
were,  see  heaven  opened,  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
ready  to  receive  his  departing  spirit,  and  the  angels 
hovering  around,  ready  to  conduct  it  to  the  bosom 
of  eternal  love.  What  support  was  this  to  Stephen, 
when  suffering  the  agonies  of  a  violent  death,  to 
behold  his  Lord  waiting  to  receive  *his  departing 
spirit  ?  But  all  before  the  infidel,  on  a  dying  bed, 
is  one  dark  and  dreary  gloom.  All  is  distressing 
uncertainty,  in  regard  to  what  is  before  him ; 
whether  his  soul  shall  exist,  or  be  annihilated-  If 
it  shall  exist,  he  knows  not  whether  in  happiness 
or  in  misery  ;  whether  his  sins  shall  be  forgiven, 
or  retained  against  him  ;  whether  God  will  be  pro- 
pitious, or  frown  forever,  he  knowsnot ;  for  he  has 
no  means  of  satisfaction  on  these  points  ;  his  infi- 
delity forbids  it.  O  wretched  state  for  a  dying 
bed !  Who  can  be  willing  to  die  an  infidel  ? 

2.  We  see  the  advantage  which  the  saint  has,  in 
a  dying  hour,  above  all  impenitent  and  unbelieving 
sinners.  Through  grace,  the  saint  has  a  good 
hope,  that  he  has  been  born  of  the  spirit  of  God, 
and  has  a  relish  for  heavenly  things.  And  that 
through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  and  by  the  grace 
of  God,  he  has  received  the  pardon  of  all  his  sins. 
That  God  will  not  enter  into  judgment  with  him, 
because  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that 
are  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  hence  death  has  lost  its 
sting,  and  the  grave  its  terrors ;  and  they  often, 
before  the  summon  comes,  long  to  depart  and  be 
with  Christ,  which  is  far  better.  While  the  unre- 
newed and  impenitent,  in  a  dying  moment,  have  no 
hope  to  comfort  them,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking 
for  of  judgment  and  fiery  indignation,  which  shall 
devour  the  adversaries.  Though  they  may  believe 
there  is  a  God,  a  Saviour,  a  judgment,  and  a  state 
of  endless  happiness  for  the  righteous,  and  eternal 
misery  for  the  wicked  ;  yet  these  are  all  fearful  and 
tormenting  subjects   to    a  Christless,    unrenewed 
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sinner  upon  a  dying  bed.  As  death  approaches, 
the  saint  is  prepared  to  say,  "  Even  so,  eome  Lord 
"  Jesus,  come  quickly."  While  the  Christless  sin- 
ner cries,  "  O  spare  me  a  little,  that  I  may  repent, 
"  and  prepare  to  meet  God  before  I  die." 

3.  This  subject  opens  an  unfailing  source  of 
pleasing  hopes,  and  consolatory  thoughts,  to  those 
who  mourn  the  loss  of  pious  and  godly  friends. 
They  may  contemplate  their  departed  friends  as 
having  bid  a  final  adieu  to  all  the  sins,  and  pains 
and  sorrows  of  this  wicked  world,  and  as  having 
entered  into  the  joys  of  their  Lord,  and  now  drink- 
ing of  those  rivers  of  pleasure,  which  flow  at  his 
right  hand.  Where  no  sickness,  pain  or  death  can 
reach  them,  and  where  no  change  shall  ever  disap- 
point them.  Nothing  could  tempt  them  to  return  to 
this  wretched  life  again  ;  and  no  christian  friend 
could  wish  their  return,  till  the  day  appointed  for 
the  redemption  of  their  bodies,  when  they  shall 
arise  triumphant  over  death  and  the  grave.  Sleep 
on  then,  ye  pious  dead  !  your  dust  is  precious  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord.  He  will  watch  over  it;  he 
will  raise  it  again,  refine  it,  and  fashion  it  like  unto 
Christ's  glorious  body  ;  then  this  mortal,  shall  put 
on  immortality ;  death  shall  be  swallowed  up  in 
victory  and  you  shall  sit  down  with  Christ  on  his 
throne,  and  so  shall  ye  ever  be  with  the  Lord. 

My  brethren,  while  you  have  been  hearing  the 
gracious  experience,  the  holy  life,  and  peaceful 
death  of  a  saint  described,  did  it  not  occur  to  your 
minds,  that  many  of  these  characteristics  of  the 
saint  were  manifest  in  the  life  and  death  of  that 
worthy  woman,  who  was  taken  from  you  the  last 
sabbath  by  death?  And  you  will,  undoubtedly, 
agree  with  me  in  this  ;  that  the  death  of  a  person, 
whose  religion  was  so  sound,  whose  life  was  so  ex- 
emplary, and  whose  death  was  so  peaceful,  as  hers, 
ought  not  to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  But  that 
her  pious  life,  and  happy    death,  ought   to  be  re- 
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corded  as  an  example  and   encouragement  to  the 
living. 

Mrs.  Morril  was  a  person  of  more  than  com- 
mon natural  abilities.  Her  mind  was  sprightly  and 
active.  She  appeared  to  perceive,  understand,  and 
decide  on  subjects,  especially  on  religious  subjects, 
with  uncommon  precision  and  accuracy.  Her 
mind  was  stored  with  good  ideas,  which  shewed 
that  she  had  been  a  reading  and  thinking  woman. 
Such  was  her  personal  appearance,  and  modest  de- 
portment, as  to  command  respect  at  the  first  inter- 
view ;  yet  so  far  was  she  from  all  ostentation,  that 
her  real  worth  was  never  known,  only  by  long  ac- 
quaintance. Prudence  was  one  of  the  most  striking 
traits  in  her  amiable  character.  Prudent  in  her 
conversation,  and  prudent  in  all  her  managements. 
She  constantly  bridled  her  tongue,  and  brought  it 
under  subjection  to  the  law  of  love  ;  that  it  might 
never  defame  her  neighbour,  nor  reproach  her 
Maker.  Hence  she  had  peace  and  good  will, 
among  her  neighbors,  on  every  hand.  And  it  is  not 
known  that  she  had  any  enemies  ;  her  friends  were 
many,  and  their  attachment  strong.  She  was  a 
bright  example  of  industry,  and  domestic  economy. 
"  She  looked  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and 
"  ate  not  the  bread  of  idleness."  She  was  that 
"  virtuous  woman  whose  price  is  far  above  rubies. 
a  The  heart  of  her  husband  trusted  safely  in  her  ; 
"  and  he  had  no  occasion  of  spoil.  She  did  him 
"  good,  and  not  evil  all  the  days  of  her  life."  Still 
I  am  able  to  say,  from  a  long  acquaintance  with 
that  good  woman,  that  her  piety  to  God,  and  benev- 
olence to  men,  outshone  all  her  other  amiable  qual- 
ities. Her  greatest  delight  appeared  in  conversing 
on  heaven  and  heavenly  things ;  a  sure  token  that 
her  treasure  was  there,  and  her  heart  there  also. 
The  light  and  trifling  conversation  of  this  world, 
was  painful  to  her  ;  she  viewed  it,  not  only  a  waste, 
but  a  criminal  misimprovement  of  precious  time. 
She  redeemed  time  by  giving  all  diligence  to  make 
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Tier    calling   and   election  sure.     She  appeared  to 
live  as  seeing  Him,  who  is  invisible. 

Her  views  of  the  great  and  fundamental  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel,  were  clear  and  discriminating.  She 
was  able  to  converse  upon  them  to  the  edification 
of  the  hearers  ;  and  appeared  never  better  pleased, 
than  when  hearing  the  doctrines  of  sovereign 
grace,  convincingly  preached,  and  forced  home 
upon  the  consciences  of  men.  She  was  deeply 
sensible  of  the  total  moral  depravity  of  the  human 
heart,  and  often  groaned  under  the  burden  of  her 
own  sins,  and  longed  to  be  cleansed  from  them. 
She  realized  the  need  of  the  new  heart,  or  experi- 
mental religion  ;  and  appeared  truly  to  enjoy  it  in 
her  own  soul.  Her  Saviour  was  precious  in  her 
eyes,  and  on  Him  was  all  her  hope  of  salvation  fixed. 
She  greatly  delighted  in  the  ordinances  of  God's 
house ;  yet  to  her  great  grief,  she  was  often  de- 
prived of  those  highly  esteemed  privileges,  by 
means  of  a  very  uncommon  nervous  head-ache, 
which  followed  her  for  many  years  before  her 
death ;  and  of  which,  she  said,  she  was  never  free. 
This  was  a  great  and  sore  affliction,  and  a  contin- 
ual abatement  of  all  the  enjoyments  of  life  ;  but 
it  served  to  wean  her  from  the  world,  and  undoubt- 
edly to  prepare  her  for  the  more  refined  enjoy- 
ments of  heaven.  All  things  shall  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  God.  She  was  evi- 
dently a  woman  of  much  prayer.  She  Was  known 
to  be  very  constant  in  her  secret  devotions.  It 
seemed  that  her  closet  was  the  most  pleasant  and 
welcome  place  which  she  ever  found  on  earth  ; 
where  she  might  hold  secret  communion  with  God, 
and  plead  with  him  for  the  prosperity  of  Zion,  and 
for  the  conversion  of  the  world.  She  took  a  very 
lively  interest  in  the  great  benevolent  operations 
of  the  present  day.  She  considered  these  move- 
ments as  necessary  preliminaries,  and  evident 
presages  of  the  approaching  Millennium.  Nor 
was  she  an  idle  spectator,  or  a  mere  well  wisher  to 
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the  good  cause $  no,  she  put  to   her  willing  hancT, 
she  did  what  she  could. 

It  seems  that  she  did  as  the  Apostle  directed 
the  saints  in  his  day  ;  she  laid  up  by  her  in  store 
something  for  charitable  purposes  ;  so  that  when 
ever  God  should  draw  upon  her,  she  might  be 
ready  to  answer  the  demand.  Just  before  her 
death,  she  informed  her  husband,  where  he  might 
find  some  money  after  her  death  ;  and  notified  him;, 
that  it  was  consecrated  to  benevolent  purposes  ; 
and  gave  directions  how  she  would  have  it  dispos- 
ed of,  to  bible  and  missionary  purposes.  Her 
charity  to  the  poor  around  her,  was  constant  and 
liberal.  She  had  bowels  of  compassion  for  the 
poor  ;  and  she  sympathized  with  the  sick,  the 
afflicted,  and  the  sorrowful  ;  and  contributed  to  the 
relief  of  their  necessities.  One  of  her  last  efforts 
to  do  good  to  the  poor,  was  but  a  few  weeks  be- 
fore her  death  ;  when  she  proposed  a  plan,  and 
with  some  other  females  made  a  beginning,  for  the 
permanent  relief  of  the  poor,  in  the  time  of  sick- 
ness ;  by  providing  cloaths  and  bedding,  to  be  lent 
to  them  in  sickness  ;  to  be  returned  to  the  fund, 
when  they  were  no  further  needed.  And  undoubt- 
edly many  of  the  poor,  feeling  their  loss,  will, 
with  mingled  emotions  of  gratitude  and  sorrow, 
make  mention  of  her  kindness,  when  her  remains 
shall  long  have  mouldered  in  the  silent  grave. 

She  was  kind,  courteous,  and  hospitable  to  all 
men;  and  especially  to  the  ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel. She  esteemed  them  highly  for  their  work's  sake, 
and  for  their  Master's  sake  ;  of  whom  none  have 
more  reason  to  lament  her  loss,  than  he,  who  pays 
this  humble  tribute  of  respect  to  her  memory. 

As  her  life  had  been  that  of  the  righteous,  so  was 
her  death  also  like  his.  She  was  fully  apprized  of 
her  approaching  dissolution,  some  days  before  she 
departed  this  life.  But  death  appeared  to  have  no 
terrors  for  her  ;  she  met  his  approach  with  humble 
submission  to  the  will  of  God,  and  with  unshaken 
fortitude.     Such    had   been   her  reflections  upon 
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death,  while  she  was  stiil  about  the  house,  that  she 
had  prepared  and  laid  up,  in  nice  order,  every  arti- 
cle necessary  to  lay  her  out ;  of  these  things  she 
had  given  information  to  a  very  dear  female  friend, 
and  directions  concerning  them,  with  as  much 
composure,  as  one,  in  perfect  health,  would  con- 
verse upon  the  ordinary  business  of  life. 

And  thus  having  all  things  in  readiness,  her 
lamp  trimmed  and  burning,  she  waited  for  the  com- 
ing of  her  Lord.  And  while  his  chariot  wheels 
tarried,  and  as  her  sickness  and  pains  increased, 
not  a  murmur  was  heard  from  her  lips,  nor  a  frown 
was  seen  on  her  countenance,  till  the  solemn  scene 
was  closed.  In  her  death  were  seen  the  triumphs 
of  the  christian's  faith.  Such  was  the  serenity  of 
her  mind,  her  composure,  and  resignation,  as  to 
shew  beholders  the  blessedness  of  those,  who  die 
in  the  Lord. 

A  few  of  her  last  sayings,  will  sufficiently  show 
us,  what  was  the  state  of  her  departing  spirit  when 
it  left  the  tenement  of  clay,  and  rose  to  superior 
worlds  ;  we  trust  to  that  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

It  was  observed  to  her  by  a  friend  standing  by, 
Though  your  distress  is  great,  yet  Jesus  endured 
death  before  you  ;  and  God  is  good  to  those  who 
put  their  trust  in  him.  She  replied,  "O  yes  ;"  and 
continued, 

"  I'll  praise  my  Maker  with  my  breath, 
"  And  when  my  voice  is  lost  in  death, 
"  Praise  shall  employ  my  nobler  powers  ; 
"  My  days  of  praise  shall  ne'er  be  past, 
"  While  life  and  thought  and  being  last, 
"  Or  immortality  endures." 

At  another  time,  when  some  of  her  friends  ex- 
pressed a  hope,  that  God  would  give  her  an  easy 
passage  over  the  Jordan  of  death,  she  said,  "  Just 
as  my  heavenly  Father  pleases."  And  repeated 
the  following  lines : 


17 

•'  Jesus  can  malce  a  dying  bed, 

"  Feel  soft  as  downy  pillows  are  ; 

u  While  on  his  breast  I  lean  my  head, 

t;  And  breathe  my  life  out  sweetly  there." 

These  remarks  will  shew  us  the  strength  of  her 
faith,  and  what  was  the  foundation  of  all  her  hopes. 
All  her  mental  powers  remained  good  and  bright 
until  the  last  moment  of  life.  She  kindly  thank- 
ed her  neighbours  for  their  attention  to  her,  during 
her  sickness,  and  deliberately  bid  them  farewell. 
Then  called  her  family  to  her,  and  thanked  them 
for  their  kindness  to  her ;  and  advised,  and  exhort^ 
ed  them  severally  and  individually  ;  then  bid  them 
all  farewell. 

The  time  of  her  departure  was  now  at  hand. 
While  leaning  over  the  bedside,  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  respiration,  she  made  this  short  and 
last  petition.  "  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit." 
The  next  minute  she  said,  "  Raise  me  up,"  and 
immediately  expired.  And  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, began  her  eternal  sabbatism  in  the  new  Je- 
rusalem above,  and  joined  in  the  song  which  none 
can  learn,  but  those  who  are  redeemed  from 
amongst  men  ;  on  Lord's  day,  12  o'clock,  Decem- 
ber 14,  1823,  in  the  54th  year  of  her  age.  "  Ble$~ 
i  sed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord."  "(Mark 
"  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright ;  for  the 
"  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 

And  now,  what  can  I  say  more  for  the  consola- 
tion of  the  bereaved  husbands  Surely,  sir,  you 
have  seen  so  much  in  the  pious  life,  and  happy 
death  of  your  beloved  companion,  as  to  shew  you, 
that  of  all  men,  you  have  the  least  reason  to  com- 
plain, though  you  have  sustained  so  great  a  loss  ; 
but  that  you  have  abundant  reason  of  thankfulness, 
that  you  have  so  long  been  favored  with  such  a 
bright  example  of  christian  graces,  constantly  acted 
out  before  your  eyes  ;  and  which,  we  hope  and 
trust,  has  not  been  without  its  salutary  influence  on 
yourself.  Long  may  the  blessed  portrait  remain 
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fixed  in  your  mind,  and  continue  to  have  its  ap- 
propriate effects  to  the  day  of  your  death.  And 
may  your  last  end,  like  her's,  be  peace.  And  per- 
mit me  to  exhort  you,  to  turn  your  attention  to  that 
source  of  support  and  consolation,  to  which  you 
have  so  often  directed  others  on  similar  occasions, 
and  which  you  know  can  be  found  in  God  only ;  and 
who  is  ever  more  ready  to  give,  then  we  are  to  ask. 
Trust  him,  and  his  wisdom  shall  direct  you,  and  his 
grace  shall  be  sufficient  for  you. 

The  Church  in  this  place  will  consider  this  in- 
stance of  mortality,  as  a  serious  call  to  them,  to  be 
also  ready.  It  is  a  great  thing  for  a  Church,  to 
lose  such  a  valuable  member.  Her  example  and 
her  prayers  were  of  great  consequence  to  the 
Church.  This  call  of  divine  Providence  ought  to 
excite  the  living  to  greater  watchfulness,  to  more 
fervent  prayer,  and  constant  faithfulness,  that  they 
too  may  be  found  ready  to  meet  their  Lord  at  his 
coming. 

The  wicked  too  have  sustained  a  great  loss  in 
the  death  of  that  good  woman.  Another  praying 
soul  has  gone  to  eternity.  Her  prayers  are  ended. 
Those  lips  which  used  to  plead  with  God  for  them, 
those  hands  which  were  often  lifted  to  heaven  on 
their  behalf,  entreating  that  God  would  give  them 
repentance  unto  life,  are  now  cold  in  death,  and  are 
laid  in  the  silent  grave.  It  often  goes  well  with  the 
wicked  in  this  life,for  the  righteous'  sake.  Ten  pray- 
ing souls  could  have  saved  Sodom  and  the  cities 
round  about,  from  sudden  destruction. 

Let  us  all  remember  that  we  too  must  die.  And 
as  we  know  not  the  day  of  our  death,  let  us  make 
it  our  daily  business  to  set  our  house  in  order,  and 
we  ourselves  be  waiting  for  the  coming  of  our 
Lord,  that  when  he  cometh,  and  knocketh,  we  may 
open  unto  him  immediately. 
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